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Building a Lasting Legacy in Essex



octavius.co.uk

This report sets out the social value delivered by Octavius for 
Essex County Council covering the project duration to

28 February 2026.

£6,663,996* 

Local Social Value Delivered

*captured on Thrive, measured using the Somerset Council TOMs framework 
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This report sets out the social value delivered by Octavius for 
Essex County Council covering the project duration to

28 February 2026.

£6,663,996* 

Local Social Value Delivered

*captured on Thrive, measured using the Essex County Council TOMs framework 

Summary
The project has delivered targeted social value activities aligned with the Essex 
County Council TOMs framework, focusing on employability, education, and 
environmental sustainability.

Mock interviews at Trinity School and Colchester Institute helped students build 
confidence, improve communication skills, and gain practical experience of 
recruitment processes. Careers in industry talks at Colchester Institute 
increased awareness of career pathways in construction and engineering, 
supporting informed progression into work.

Engagement was extended through careers fairs at Thurstable Schoo and 
Anglia Ruskin University, enabling direct interaction with students and 
promoting industry opportunities.

Environmental value was delivered through volunteering with Essex Wildlife 
Trust and The Conservation Volunteers, contributing to biodiversity and local 
green space improvements. Further impact was achieved through the Climate 
Action Ambassadors scheme at Colchester Zoo, raising awareness of climate 
change and encouraging sustainable behaviours.

20 weeks of T-Level placement are underway for one of Colchester Institute’s 
Construction; Design, Surveying and Planning students.

Overall, these activities have improved employability skills, increased career 
awareness, strengthened community links, and supported environmental 
sustainability.
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Social Value in Action
Together in Essex

Octavius 
working in partnership with Essex County Council 

Breakdown
Project A1331 Link Road Phase 1

Total Social Value (including 

Economic Benefit) 

£6,663,996*

Social and Local Economic Benefit 24% project value
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