
Safeguarding 
Decision Support Framework
Provider Forums

Spring 2026



Purpose of Today

Talk through the current Safeguarding landscape. 

Showcase the new Essex Safeguarding 
Adults Decision Support Framework. 

Gather your feedback on using the tool. 





Safeguarding 
Projections
Projections, based on current median numbers per month.

In 2023-24 Essex reported to NHS Digital 19,380 safeguards, and 
4,745 section 42 enquiries, giving a conversion rate of 24%

In two years, numbers have significantly increased. Projections, 
based on current median monthly numbers, is our end of FY 2025-
26 will be:

➢Alerts: 28,200 (LY 24,000 +17%)

➢Concerns: 23,500 (LY 21,000 +11%)

➢Enquiries: 7,300 (LY 6,074 +21%)

➢Conversion: 31%

This is a 56% increase in Section 42 Enquiries in just 2 years.

Essex is experiencing unprecedented and unsustainable demand



Geographical Spread – February 2026

We are seeing a broad geographical spread of Safeguarding alerts, with 
North & Mid having the highest and the South-East the lowest



Essex Safeguarding Adults Decision Support Framework
The Framework is intended to support partners in preventing low-level and quality concerns becoming safeguarding 
issues. 
This Framework has been collaboratively developed by multi-agency partners in Greater Essex, including Adult Social 
Care, Safeguarding and Quality Improvement colleagues, Essex Care Association, Social Care providers, our 
neighbouring LA’s, East of England Ambulance Service, Provide Primary Care Service and the Care Quality 
Commission.
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Recording of Safeguards

This Framework will help you identify the possible abuse type and determine necessary actions. 

However, professionals should always use their knowledge, skills and professional judgement when deciding 
on applicable actions. Professionals should use the Framework to assist decision-making with their 
organisation’s safeguarding leads with reference to the guidelines provided, and documenting their rationale. 

The decision-making process must always be recorded in the person's notes or records and those of the 
organisation, even if the outcome is that no safeguarding intervention is required. 

The Care Quality Commission supports the use of our Essex tool and that only reportable safeguarding 
concerns require notification to the local authority through the safeguarding adult portal. 

Professionals can also contact the local authority's advice line which offers consultation to enable decisions as 
to whether to raise a safeguarding alert through the Adult Social Care Safeguarding Portal.



We’d like to hear from you
1. To what extent are you aware of the new Safeguarding 

Decision Support Framework and its purpose? 

2. Are you currently using the Safeguarding Decision Support 
Framework within your organisation to support 
decision-making? 

3. If not; how will you utilise this tool after today? 

4. How confident do you feel using the Safeguarding Decision 
Support Framework to support safeguarding decisions?

5. What do you find most valuable about the Safeguarding 
Decision Support Framework?

Thank you 
and 

Don’t forget to take away your Safeguarding Desk Tent!

Spring 2026 - Safeguarding Decision Support Framework – Fill in form

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL_8FOyI5XKZLnJZ7qYNFqFBURFM3TVZNQkg1Szc0U1JVUjI2U1JVSVJJUC4u
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL_8FOyI5XKZLnJZ7qYNFqFBURFM3TVZNQkg1Szc0U1JVUjI2U1JVSVJJUC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL_8FOyI5XKZLnJZ7qYNFqFBURFM3TVZNQkg1Szc0U1JVUjI2U1JVSVJJUC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=TzK0qFwVFUKg8X7YzJqZL_8FOyI5XKZLnJZ7qYNFqFBURFM3TVZNQkg1Szc0U1JVUjI2U1JVSVJJUC4u


Video link

Safeguarding Adults Decision Support Framework | Essex SAB

https://www.essexsab.org.uk/safeguarding-adults-decision-support-framework
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